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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — LEAD CONTAMINATION 
317. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the “Report on Perth Children’s Hospital Potable Water: Chief Health Officer Review” released last Friday 
and the minister’s comments following that they had identified the “culprit” of the source of lead at the 
Perth Children’s Hospital as a thermostatic mixing valve. Is the minister categorically ruling out the 
Queen Elizabeth II ring main and/or the so-called dead leg as a source of lead either now—currently—or in the past? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
Before I answer the Leader of the Opposition’s question, on behalf of the member for Kingsley I acknowledge the 
young women from Warwick Senior High School who are in the gallery today. They are fresh back from their 
presentation to the World Health Organization conference in Melbourne. It is terrific to have met them today; 
well done. 
The Leader of the Opposition is absolutely correct: we did take control of this site and we did begin the task of 
fixing the mess that he left behind. That involved making sure that we could get the Chief Health Officer on-site 
to identify the issues associated with the lead contamination of the water in that hospital and make sure that we 
have a process going forward to remedy the situation. The Leader of the Opposition asked whether I can 
categorically rule out that it is the ring main, or the so-called dead leg, that is associated with the lead 
contamination. I am very happy to provide that assurance to the Leader of the Opposition. The reason for that is 
that the dead leg was cut off in September last year. If he had actually paid any attention as the minister responsible 
for this project, he would have known that without having to ask that question today. In relation to the ring main, 
I can provide that assurance, because time and again the testing of water at the hospital has shown that in the 
storage tanks and in the main pipes that feed the different wings of the hospital the lead contamination is at tolerable 
levels; that is, it is just the same as water that we drink elsewhere in our metropolitan supply. The only problem 
starts when we start to get through the pipes closer to the taps that are in question. That is where we are starting to 
get the lead contamination levels that are, quite frankly, not good enough in the Chief Health Officer’s eyes in 
order for us to move forward. From that perspective, I can provide an assurance to the Leader of the Opposition 
that the lead contamination, if it ever was coming from those sources, certainly was not coming from those sources 
in the time that I have been in government. I can also provide an assurance to the Leader of the Opposition that we 
did not create this mess; this mess was given to us by the Barnett Liberal government. I can assure the Leader of the 
Opposition that we will fix it. 
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